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the “P.R." letter bag. 


Iwn • like the Book of Praise, the order is that of the Christian 

HereTc have another inspiring and comfoating bedside volume. 

t .^rhools /Macmillan I /_\ 


year. 


Here we have another inspiring am. V"°/^ -n “ c ’ 

English Literature for Secondary Schools (Macmillan, 1 A) . M 
Evay on Sir William Temple. A pleasing edition ys 

Tales from Spenser, chosen from the Fame Queene by Sophia H. MacLehose 
n/3) The tales are well told, but why not let Spenser himself tell them' 
We think children lose by the attempt to give them predigested morse i s 
from all literature. 

Castles in Sand ; How to Build Them, by W. Poynter Adams (Gay & B i rd 
1 /- net ). Mr. Adams has hit on a good idea; why indeed should children 
not get some notion of architecture when they are building their sand-castles ? 

The Gospel According to St. John, the Revised Version by Arthur Carr, M A 
St. Matthew, Arthur Carr, M.A. (Cambridge University Press, 1/6), We 
welcome these two volumes of the Revised Version for Schools, which 
should deserve as well for the public as the original Cambridge Bible for 
Schools. Mr. Carr’s short notes are never academic, are always instructive 
and often inspiring. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents.] 

Dear Editor, — I purpose publishing in book-form a series of papers on 
Children, including those which have already appeared in the Parents’ Review. 
The publisher to whom I have submitted them <s willing to undertake the 
publication provided I can guarantee the sale of 350 copies at 3s. 6 d. I should 
be glad if those members of the P.N.E.U. or subscribers to the Parents’ 
Review who would be willing to take a copy or copies would be so good as to 

send their name and address to me, stating how many copies they would care 
to have. 

Shawtord, near Winchester. EDITH Escombe ( Mtss >* 


thank* fn ADAM ’ . p y° u a ^ 0w me to sen d “ over sea ” a line of personal 
tt p • h F ai * tlc e * n the June number of the Parents’ Magazine, re 
the main ra * f Re P ort * on particular, that referring to “ fear ” being 

and it is q u i t e d^ 1 ig h ^ fu ^to see The tl cf ht^ \ ^ ** yeM8# 

mind. See the thought so ably set forth in print by another 

direct"” anTwhatV 111 ” 1 '' hard ' y reallse the difference between the “lie 
condition which most'eVl^ the " romancin g phase” — for it seems a 

harm, either to TheL^ ™ may conclude, without 

purpose, but the untruth F . 0t 1 ? rs ’ P oss ibly it serves some unthought of 
I know in the case of ni ^ erSlstec ^ * n ’ sur ely implies a back-ground of fears, 
and governesses that tlip °" !' tV '°’ ** bas 'dways been impressed on nurses 
and I am happy to sav no^' S u°' dd never be threatened with punishment, 
accord, to confess their haSever been told . and they come of their own 
‘rust and love. ° Wn misdem eanours. I am a great advocate of 

You " ° 

Jt is simply growing 3 ,!°™*!,°* ble nau ghty children is quite to my mind, 
niaid, aged eight, remarked ti ° r tbe ^ r t0 ° ex uberant spirits. Our little 
1 don’t think it is any use r''” evenin g when saying her prayers, 

! >Ut 1 ex pcct I’ll be just the k g °° d t0 make me g° od - I’ll try to be better, 
)Ut ’ as y°u put it, ” it i, th e Same to ' morr °w,” and very probably she was ; 

the new spirit in antagonism to control’’ 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 
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The Parents' Magazine is such a boon to interested parents and teachers, 

, ea gerly looked-for every month, I am astonished that so high a standard 
a0t be so long maintained by all its articles. We, in Victoria, are such a 
Ca paratively new branch, that it will take some time to disseminate the 
p’n F U. principles, lhe branch, for which I am Secretary numbers fifty 
embers, and already, I think, good has resulted from some of the meetings, 
me , tw<3 ’ drawing-room discussions— on “ The Employment of Children’s 
arl . ure •> and “ Home Lessons.” In this terrible age of competitive 
animations leisure is sadly lacking in some young lives, and until the 
6X llv student age begins, I feel sure, setting tasks for home, which keep 
employed till late at night must be injurious. Seven medical men 
!vere present, and one and all denounced the system. 

I really must apologise for allowing my pen to run on so long. Again 
thanking you for the pleasure and help your article has given. 

^ Believe me, sincerely yours, 

- E. D. 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OUR GALLANT JAPANESE ALLIES. 

Word has been sent from Japan that at the present time thousands upon 
thousands of Japanese are learning English and the other languages of Europe, 
and exceptionally few foreign books of a good tendency are to be had there, 
while their own modern literature may be described as somewhat resembling 
te French novels, that form the staple of the foreign literature as yet m 

Muller, whose favourite pupil • , , books are already in 

Iwasaki bought the library for the y ’ needed for t heir proper housing. 

Tokyo, though there is as yet a sum o Circu i a tin g and Lending 

Mr. Takakusu now desires to establish a g P P „ th h he hastens to 
Library, and asks for “ the books that you ha ’ There must in many 

add that new books will also be ‘ very w * ^ author s, that are 

old country houses be a store of 00 ® J i ess0 n books and story books, 

not in frequent use, besides discar ec c 1 publishers must surely often 

scientific primers and the like. Our ed 0 , toUs . th a, have not 

have their shelves ovei weighted with ‘ ^ h they were intended, or that 
been taken up by the public schools who i cs ome romances in the 

have been early discarded? ass1 ^ . acce ptable. The Japanese reques 
various languages of Europe, wi a ora torios, pleading that music 

also that old music may be sent, e 1 

the universal language.” tunity presented for influencing 

Never before was such °P p ^ 4 P 000 Japanese students c 

thought of another nation, and b ® bK • tbe College for Foreign Langu g . 
Tokyo University, and the 40C l stu i® chinese students m J a P an ' 


thought of another nation, ana ” ^7 be ' college for Foreign Languages, 

Tokyo University, and Chinese students in Japan, to 

there are already upwards se are continuing^' ^ chinawiU 


mere are aireauy — ■ T „„ anf . se are continuing l “~“ ” , -in will 

expected, while large numbers o J P ThuS t h e millions o 

qualify themselves as instructors m • desp atched. Mr. 

also be reached. i as already oeeu i 

A consignment ot 1,250 v ° unl steamship company ° - h 

Takakusu has arranged with a Japanese rt ^ to olace a building 

books gratis to Japan, with an 


SLh'iS ti place a 
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disposition of the library for the reception of the books, and with a T, 
merchant, residing in London, to send skilled men to pack and r* m * 
thousand volumes as they are received. Books “that you have ^ e „ each 
/nr hut the Taiwanese send a further ^ aa are 


Jse 


Dusanu i r ~ 1| ave le^rl » 

all that are asked for, but the Japanese send a further pretty rcqu . 

— of books will accompany them by their photographs with that 

u* «n,rr.atph’ formed into an album at , Iries and 

as a 


givers ui * - - ^ , v> i L n nampc 

addresses to be ultimately formed into an album at Tokyo, and so Ser 
further link between East and West. The Tokyo University bein^ 6 a 

Government, the importance of the Library will soon be acknowledged i Under 
Japanese Government. h )y tfl e 

Will not some ladies and gentlemen in Edinburgh, Glasgow, D„br 
Liverpool at once send in their names as ready to receive and forward^ ^ 
from their respective homes, and thus make fresh collecting centres " >00l<S 
forwarding their books in large consignments by sea to London ’ P ° SSlbI y 
minimise outlay ? Will not some English publishers, especially educ ^ f ° 
publishers, at once send in their names as kindly willing to co^ 10031 
remainders ? n 11 te 

All requests for further information, and all packets of books l 
addressed to : ' S 1011 ^ be 

The Hon. Sec. of the Dulce Cor Library, 

15, Hanover Terrace, Regent’s Park, London 
Railway Companies have a “Special Rate for Books per Goods Tr •’ .. 
but unless the sender of the boxes calls the railway clerk’s attention to tL 
it is too often ignored. So far the Hon. Sec. has examined all parcels of book 

* “7 " aV 7 b “ n for Japan, bn, if the enterprL grows “h. 

extent that may be anticipated, additional helpers will have to be j ' 
eliminate undesirable books. be found to 

\vTJ W t' t BUNTING ’ M ’ A ” Editor of Contemporary Review, 

W D J. Lineham, M.I.C.E., M.I.M.E. M I F E 

H. G Woods, B.D., Master of the Temple 
Ray Lineham M.J.S., Lee, Kent. 

Aucta Little, Pioneer Club, London S W 

Georgina Max Muller, Oxford ' ’ ‘ 

Elizabeth A. Gordon, M.S BA m T c , K „ t park * 

C. Koixfe, of Japanese Legation * 5, Hanover Terrace, Regent's 

<" K *“~- Oknra * Co., London. 


P-N.E.U. notes. 

Edited by Mi ss p N « 

* MFIELD - Sec -. 26, Victoria Street, 5. IV. 

To wh <m all Hon. Local S <■ 479 Victoria ‘ 

'Merest connected with theiv^h re ^ ueste ^ to send reports of all matters 
other papers they may print * S ’ als ° 6 C0 Pi es of any prospectuses 

—Kindly m i t e on one side nf + 

side of paper only. 

The Executive Commi NEW BRANC HES. 

Bradford the f ° llowin S places approached with a view to startn 

Brentford. 

Cardiff 

U S; HamUt »". Blackladies, Dynas Pow, 
People interested reav ie, Dunfermline, would be gla 


p n.e.u. notrs 
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Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these dktri.f, , ■ 

there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 20, Victoru’stewt^SW* 



Franklin, 


Hyde Park and Bayswater.— Hon. Sec Mrs E L 
50, Poi Chester Terrace, Hyde Park. “At Home’” Thursday mornings ^ 
by appointment. The following arrangements have been made for thl 
forthcoming session : — ur ine 

November \3th — At 3.30 p.m., at 49. Harley Street (by kind permission 
of Mrs. Battle), chapters from Home Education, will be read by Ladv 
Campbell. y y 

November ‘IZrd . — At 5 p.m., at 77, Gloucester Place ih,y t-ir,a „ 

, „ . , „ „ , ler mace (by kind permission 

of Mrs. Belpage), Dr. Savage will lecture on “ Backward Children ” Miss 

Gray, St. Paul’s Girls’ School, in the chair. 

Norwich.— On Oct. 5th, Dr. Helen Webb gave a “ talk to nurses” at the 
house of the Girls’ Friendly Society, Surrey Street, and subsequently, in the 
evening, delivered an address on “ Habit.” Dr. M. Beverley presided. Dr. 
Webb, in the course of her addiess, said the great object of the union was to 
study education from the point of view of the building up and formation of 
character, and a very important factor in that was what was called “habit.” 
She went on to point out the vast importance of good habits being formed in 
early life, and of parents suppressing anything in the nature of bad habits on 
the part of their children. The habits of cleanliness, neatness, obedience, 
politeness, good manners, and all the things that were the ordinary currency 
of everyday life, could be inculcated in little children before self-consciousness 
came in. Tiuthfulness, punctuality, and other virtues should be habitual, but 
they should be conicious habits, not mechanical. Parents should see that 
children’s childhood was happy. 

Reigate, Redhill and District. — A meeting was held on Sept. 28th at 
the Old Rosery (by kind permission of Mrs. Sewill). Mr. Sewill occupied the 
chair, and Mr. Rundall read his paper on “ The Abiding Influence of Ancient 
Greece in Modern Life,” giving a lucid and extremely interesting sketch of the 
development of the Greek intellect and of its achievements in every direction 
— philosophy, literature, art, and the foundations of science. He explained 
clearly the evolution of the Renaissance, and its spread throughout Europe, 
and demonstrated that its greatest fundamental ideas were derived from the 
Greeks. The Greeks were unique in their intellectual alertness, fearless spirit 
of enquiry, enterprise, love of beauty, and cheerful serenity. Europe bad 
repeatedly gone back to them for fresh ideas and inspiration. The Greeks 
regarded trade as a means of developing a fuller and nobler life, not as an end 
in itself. Their influence had been almost supreme in the worldly and 
intellectual spheres. In religion they failed ; that was the domain of the 
Hebrews. Greek had left its mark deep on the language, especially in scientific, 
medical, religious, and literary terms. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to Mr. Rundall. At the next meeting, a paper on “ The Influence ot I oe ry 
will be read by Miss K. T. Wallas, of Girton College, Math, tripos., Camb. 

Salisbury.— On Oct. 11th, at the Godolphin School, Lady Radnor occupying 
the chair, Mrs. Franklin gave a most inspiring address on “ How to bring our 
Children into Relation with Nature.” She said she spoke as a mother not as an 
expert, but one who had used the teachings ol the 1 luon " II1 . e 
children. They were all of them, she believed, agreed that a really mtimat 



sso 


P.N.E.U. NOTES 


acquaintance with nature was one of the greatest joys with which thev 
start their children’s lives. But they did not want to go in for a relati C °" 1<l 
with nature which would train their powers of observation alone t ?° Shi P 
this by itself was worth doing, but rather with the thought that it ° Ugh 
perhaps, do away with the blase men and women that many of themT^’ 
and perhaps make them all more restful, more quiet, and more beaut”^' 
In fact, those who had big social questions very much at heart were the U *' 
earnest people in trying to introduce nature teaching and a knowled 
nature lore into their country schools, because they felt that by teaT' 0 * 
children to love nature, they would prevent them from rushing, whenVh US 
were men and women, as many of them did now, into town life a i ? 
was perhaps only in that direction that the solution of the problem ass • U 
with the over-crowding of their cities and towns would be satisf- 
carried out. She did not think they could best teach children to love t ° n ^ 
and to learn all about it, by pulling flowers to pieces and by giving tl Ure ’ 
lot of scientific terms. Nor, on the other hand, could they do ft by tead' & 
them too much by things and too little by books. They wanted thT 
learn and consider the things of nature as they were and as they grev^l ^ 
she did not think they could do that unless they gave them an enth" ’ Ut 
for nature when they were quite young. If they could put their chtoK* 
face to face with the big world around them, with beautiful books wid 
beautiful art, and beautiful nature, they would create a spirit which wn„ I 
make them fall on their knees in humility towards the big Unknown, of whom 
they knew so little. UII! 

AUSTRALIA. 

r™**- Se P'- «“• « ««* Ik. form of 
delivered an address in th tf Physical Education.” Dr. Atkinson Wood 
exercises and games spec^yTr^s ***** 

phys t iiy ’ by 

had been recognised to a verv ST*** 1 ‘° the develo P ment of boys.. This 
physical training of boys and ' y CXtent in continental towns, where the 
the welfare ot the State He ^’ 1 j S " aS re S arde( l as of vital importance to 
and pointed out the vaIup tile C0 "°P era tion of parents and teachers, 

•discussion of such matters. °t ' meetings in facilitating the 

that physical training should 1 ** * 6 C lscuss ^ on which followed it was stated 
prevent bad results from ' ^ m at an early age> in order to counteract or 
reminded that the furniture i “J®T ect P os tures in school. Parents were 
children. OtWc , neir 0wn homes was as a rule unsuitable tor 


miners advised carp as a rule unsuitaDie ior 

exercise even for boys and em phasised the danger of too strenuous 

games should be avoided bv” c that trainin g for sports and ungainly 

experience school sports tor S * ^ ome » however, stated that in their 
lor girls were altogether wholesome. 


Halifax.-ai a meeti , N ° VA SCOTIA - 

the lst September, 1905 1 Ial| fax at Mr. Justice Longley’s house, 

local ^ loca % in the P.N.F V aS <( resc ^ ve d, sufficient interest having been 
that , ranch ‘” Carried nem. m 1 perrnission be obtained to form a 
Mrs Lo SP ? lal branch f or each sch ^ Su P ervisor of Schools suggested 
y ' Supervisor of Schools, 

ard to be a Committee to send the 



MUN1HLY MAGAZINE 
HOME- IRAINING AND CULTURE 

“ Education I® an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


[DECEMBER 


The cultivation of the imagination is a subject which no 
tne can approach without being very early impressed with 
three significant facts — first, the important part which the 
faculty of the imagination plays in the acquisition and appli- 
cation of all branches of knowledge and generally in the conduct 
of affairs ; secondly, the necessity for its proper cultivation ; 
and thirdly, the general misconception and even scorn that 
still exists, particularly in the mind of the average parent, 
in regard both to the value of the imagination and the necessity 
for its cultivation. 

The last fact was brought home strongly to me when aftei 
the title of this address was decided upon I turned in the 
first place, as was natural, for inspiration and information to 
those of my friends who are members of that large class of 
persons of whom it has been said their greatest troubles are 
little ones. But to all my requests for some enlightenment 
from their larger and practical experience they all, vu ^ ™ u 
exception, threw up their arms in horror and dismay. 
Cultivation of the Imagination of Children! ea ' en ^ 
serve us ! It is far too powerful already, the pio cm 
have to solve is not the cultivatio n of the imagina mnjn 

0 f the Wakefield branch of the P.N.E.U., 


* Address delivered at a meeting 
in March, 1905. 


